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Educator of the Year 2020 Awardees

CHRISTOPHER CAPUANO

Dr. Christopher A. Capuano, Fairleigh Dickinson University President, has held a
series of leadership positions at the University over a period of more than 25 years.
As the president since 2016, he has developed a strategic plan that has inspired many
new initiatives. The University under his leadership has created more centers of
excellence, embarked on the largest capital campaign in FDU history with a goal of
$125 million, and focused greatly on its longstanding goal of fostering greater access
and affordability for students from all walks of life. Previously, Dr. Capuano played a
key role in the formation of the very successful School of Pharmacy and Health
Sciences and the creation of the University’s newest campus in beautiful Vancouver,
British Columbia, Canada.

STEPHANIE WILSON

Stephanie Wilson is the Preschool Supervisor at Children on the Green in
Morristown, NJ and has been working at this location since 1999. In addition to her
role as a classroom teacher, she has taken on responsibilities for the preschool
program; which includes communication among preschool team members, overseeing
the preschool classrooms, supplies and common areas, and liaising with the directors
regularly. For several years, she cared for children at a 24-Hour Fitness location and
also underwent training at the ARC of Morris County, which enabled her to work
with autistic children in a home-setting. Stephanie is a long-time supporter of The
Lupus Foundation of America and St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and has
been honored as a Children on the Green Outstanding Employee of the Year.

JOSEPH PIZZO

Joseph Pizzo, middle school teacher in Chester, NJ, has been serving, nurturing, and
inspiring his community, church, school, and professional learning network for 45
years. Mr. Pizzo is the recipient of the Association for Middle Level Education
(AMLE) 2020 Educator of the Year Award, the 2016 New Jersey Association for
Middle Level Education (NJAMLE) Teacher of the Year. He has served on the
board for the New Jersey Council of Teachers of English (NCTE), has served as a
member of the NJDOE's Council for Teaching and Learning and the Education
Committee for Future Ready Schools, and as an adjunct professor at Centenary
University, College of Saint Elizabeth and Union County College and a member of
the NJ Autism Think Tank.
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